
Revolutionary War Vocabulary     Name: __________________________ 

 

 1.  negotiate - to discuss something in order to come to an agreement 

American representatives and British officials met in France to negotiate a peace 
treaty to end the war. 
 

2.  Congress - a lawmaking body 

Members of the U.S. Congress work in the Capitol building in Washington, D.C. 
 

3.  Parliament  - The legislative body of government in England 

The Parliament in England is made up of the House of Commons and the House of Lords. 
 

4.  Repeal - to take back or cancel a law. 

 The seatbelt law was repealed in 1986; it was later reinstated. 
 

5.  Smuggle - to import or export a product illegally 

 Many students smuggle gum into class; but they will get a consequence if they are caught. 
 

6.  Sons of Liberty - a group of colonial men who protested the unjust taxes of 

the British 

The Sons of Liberty was a secret group formed to protect colonists’ rights and protest 
British taxation. 
 

7.   Tax - Money paid by citizens to support their government.  A tariff is a tax on 

imported goods. 

 We pay sales tax in Massachusetts on goods we buy. 
 

8. Taxation without Representation - Colonists have no say on the Parliament 

passing new laws for the King’s taxes 

Colonists believed that if they had to pay taxes, they should have representation in the 
British Parliament. 
 

9.  Townshend Acts - a series of acts that placed taxes on products being sold 

to the colonists 

Glass, tea, lead, and paper were all taxed as part of the Townshend Acts.  
 



10.  Loyalists - a person who remained loyal to the king of Great Britain during the 

American Revolution; also called a tory. (Tories actually fought on the side of Great Britain 

in the Revolutionary War.) 

About  one third of the colonists were loyalists;this often divided families. 
  

11.  militia - The colonists’ citizen’s army; a body of citizens with some military training 

who are called to active duty only in an emergency. 

 Since there was not a U.S army, colonies established a militia for protection. 
  
 

 12.  Patriot- A colonist who protests against the king on the side of the Americans 

The Intolerable Acts encouraged many colonists to join the cause of the Patriots. 
 

13.  quarter - to shelter 

As part of the Intolerable Acts, colonists had to quarter British soldiers. 
 

14.  Continental Army - during the American Revolution, the army authorized 

by the Continental Congress in 1775 and led by George Washington. 

In 1776, many people thought the Continental Army was an unlikely match for the 
fierce British Army. 
 

15. treason - the act of attempting to overthrow one’s government 

John Hancock could have been charged with treason when he signed the 
Declaration of Independence. 
 

16.  alliance - an agreement to work together, or it may be a treaty 

France and Holland had an alliance with America; they sent supplies to help 

America win the war. 

 

17.  mercenary - a soldier hired by a foreign country 

Britain’s army had 30,000 German soldiers as mercenaries.  
 

18.  retreat - the movement of soldiers away from the enemy 

In the war, often one side would retreat when they lost a battle. 


